
OPEN WORLD SPECIALIZED RULE OF LAW PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Open World has hosted 1,676 Russian judges and legal professionals under the rule of law theme since the incep-
tion of the program in 1999. 141 Ukrainian judges and legal professionals have participated since 2005.

A total of 990 judges from 79 Russian regions have participated in Open World’s specialized rule of law program,
which was launched in 2001. They are among the 1,116 Russian judges who have participated in Open World since
1999.

To date, Open World has hosted 11 jury-trial delegations made up of teams of Russian judges, prosecutors, and
defense attorneys. Judges in Alaska, Connecticut, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New York,
Oregon, and Vermont conducted these programs.

Since 2001, 116 federal and 25 state judges have hosted jury-trial delegations and general judicial delegations (com-
posed mainly of general jurisdiction and commercial judges) from Russia and Ukraine.

Open World specialized rule of law delegations have visited 376 communities across 50 U.S. states and the District
of Columbia.

Open World rule of law visits have led or contributed to the establishment or strengthening of sister-court relation-
ships between 19 pairs of U.S. and Russian legal communities. In 2007, 71 American host judges and judicial per-
sonnel made self-financed return visits to Russia to further these relationships.

Open World hosted the chairman of the Russian Federation Council of Judges in 2007. During the visit, he met
with U.S. Supreme Court Chief Justice John G. Roberts and Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the majority and minority
leaders of the U.S. Senate, the Librarian of Congress, and high-ranking officials of the U.S. Department of State
and the U.S. Agency for International Development. In addition, he visited with numerous federal judges in New
York, Chicago, Peoria, Oklahoma City, and Las Vegas.

In 2005, Open World, in cooperation with the U.S. Supreme Court, hosted a delegation led by the chief justice of
Russia’s Supreme Court. Over the course of the visit, the delegation had meetings and roundtables with eight U.S.
Supreme Court justices and observed an oral argument.

Participants in the specialized rule of law program from 2001 to the present include 23 Russian Supreme Court jus-
tices, including the chief justice; the chairman and 10 other justices of the Supreme Commercial Court; the chair-
man and 37 members of the national Council of Judges; 27 heads and 68 members of regional councils of judges;
the chairman and five members of the Supreme Qualifying Collegium; and 17 heads and 67 members of regional
qualifying collegiums.

Twelve U.S. law schools and the Federal Judicial Center (the education and research arm of the federal courts) have
hosted 50 Russian law school deans and faculty members through Open World’s legal education component.

In 2003, Open World extended its programming to justices of the peace in response to the recent reintroduction of
this position in Russia. To date, Open World has hosted four delegations of justices of the peace. These programs
were conducted in Connecticut, Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont.

U.S. District Judge Michael M. Mihm of Peoria, Ill., a key partner in Open World’s specialized rule of law program,
received the Outstanding Citizen Achievement Citation from the U.S. Agency for International Development in
2004, owing in part to his important contributions to Open World.
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